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Van Fraassen’s Argument from Indifference of Against Inference to the Best Explanation

WANG Hang — zan
(College of Philosophy and Sociology, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: The validity of inference to the best explanation is a hot topic in philosophy of science. Van Fraassen rejected the validity of this inference. He

questioned whether the true explanation was in the pile of possible explanations that had been considered, suggesting that if the true explanation was omit-

ted and “indifferent” in considering, the best of the possible explanations couldn’t be considered to be true. In fact, Van Fraassen’s understanding of

this inference is not sufficient. Combined with his related expressions, we can see the problems and shortcomings of his argument from indifference, show-

ing that his rebuttal argument fails.
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