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¢ How Is It Possible for Analytic Approach to Chinese Philosophy?
An Observation from Perspective of Methodology JIANG Yi
Abstract: That how to apply analytic approach to Chinese philosophy has been controversial in the study
of the modern Chinese philosophy. The key to such an application is the analytical approach. There are various
forms of analysis in modern philosophy. By the analytic approach we mean both conceptual and semantic
analyses by which we analyze meaning and use of philosophical concepts to interpret a different significance of
them. Starting from the problem of the analytic approach to Chinese philosophy, we need to address the line of
holism and the transcendental argumentation in the term of philosophical methodology. The former provides us
with a framework of analysis of particular problems and the latter helps us clarifying the major difference between
a philosophical argument and other arguments for knowledge. Chinese philosophy should highly appreciate the
importance of philosophical methodology to reconstruct the framework of Chinese philosophy today.
Key words: Chinese philosophy; analytic approach; philosophical methodology; holism; transcendental

argumentation

e What Can Chinese Philosophers Learn from Analytic Philosophy? CHEN BO

Abstract: Analytic philosophy does not contain some schools or a movement with continuous histories, nor
a set of philosophical issues and doctrines shared by all analytic philosophers, but it develops a special approach
to philosophy. Its prominent features consist in its methodology: pursuing truth and knowledge, respecting
science and common sense, using logic and reflecting language, avoiding grand issues and systems of philosophy,
paying attention to clarity and precision, focusing on argumentation and justification, and engaging in academic
debate with other colleagues. Chinese philosophers can learn how to do philosophy from analytic philosophy,
such as: weakening apprentice status, opening up dialogue mode; doing less grand narration, doing more specific
research; reducing rhetoric strategy and the presentation of textual materials, and constructing more careful
arguments. Through studying the methodology of analytic philosophy, we may be able to do contemporary
Chinese philosophy better.

Key words: doing philosophy; philosophical questions; independent approach; dialogue mode; argumentation;

justification

* What Is Meant by “Chinization of Analytic Philosophy”? Taking Feng Youlan’s
Logical Reconstruction for Chinese Philosophy as an Example CHEN Xiaoping
Abstract: There is a distinction between the narrow sense and the broad sense of “Chinization of analytic
Philosophy” . The narrow sense doesn’t contain “analyzation of Chinese philosophy” while the broad sense
contains it. So-called “analyzation of Chinese philosophy” is to state Chinese traditional philosophy by the
method of logical analysis, making no effort to seek for change of the original meaning, but only seek for the
statements to be more unambiguous and systematical. Although reserving the core ideas of Chinese philosophy,
the narrow “Chinization of analytic Philosophy” is a reconstruction for Chinese philosophy by the method of
logical analysis, seeking for some innovation and development and even forming a new philosophical system. The
broad “Chinization of analytic Philosophy” takes both as its two successive stages, and its implication is more
abundant and complete. The “analysis” here means the method of logical analysis that is the basic feature of any
reasonal philosophy. FENG Youlan reconstructed and transformed Chinese traditional theory of Li into “New
Theory of Li” by using logical analysis in 30s and 40s of the 20th century. He opened a broad prospect of the
Chinization of analytic philosophy with JIN Yuelin, and thus set an example and laying the foundation for future
generations.

Key words: Chinese philosophy; analytic philosophy; New Theory of Li; logical analysis; Feng Youlan
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